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SUBCHAPTER K—HOUSING 

PART 256—HOUSING 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Sec. 
256.1 Purpose. 
256.2 Definitions. 
256.3 Policy. 
256.4 Information collection. 
256.5 What is the Housing Improvement 

Program? 
256.6 Am I eligible for the Housing Improve-

ment Program? 
256.7 What housing services are available 

under the Housing Improvement Pro-
gram? 

256.8 When do I qualify for Category A as-
sistance? 

256.9 When do I qualify for Category B as-
sistance? 

256.10 When do I qualify for Category C as-
sistance? 

256.11 What are the occupancy and square 
footage standards for a dwelling provided 
with Category C assistance? 

256.12 Who administers the Housing Im-
provement Program? 

256.13 How do I apply for the Housing Im-
provement Program? 

256.14 What are the steps that must be 
taken to process my application for the 
Housing Improvement Program? 

256.15 How long will I have to wait for re-
pair, renovation, or replacement of my 
dwelling? 

256.16 Who is responsible for identifying 
what work will be done on my dwelling? 

256.17 What will the servicing housing office 
do to identify what work is to be done on 
my dwelling? 

256.18 How will I be advised of what work is 
to be done? 

256.19 Who performs the improvements, re-
pairs, or replacement of my dwelling? 

256.20 How are these repairs or construction 
trades persons, home building contrac-
tors, or construction companies selected 
and paid? 

256.21 Will I have to vacate my dwelling 
while repair work or replacement of my 
dwelling is being done? 

256.22 How can I be sure that the work that 
is being done on my dwelling meets min-
imum construction standards? 

256.23 How will I be advised that the repair, 
renovation or replacement of my dwell-
ing has been completed? 

256.24 Will I need flood insurance? 
256.25 Is my Federal government-assisted 

dwelling eligible for services under the 
Housing Improvement Program? 

256.26 Can I receive Housing Improvement 
Program services if I am living in a mo-
bile home? 

256.27 Can Housing Improvement Program 
resources be supplemented with other 
available resources? 

256.28 What can I do if I disagree with ac-
tions taken under the Housing Improve-
ment Program? 

AUTHORITY: 25 U.S.C. 13. 

SOURCE: 63 FR 10134, Mar. 2, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 256.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of the part is to define 
the terms and conditions under which 
assistance is given to Indians under the 
Housing Improvement Program (HIP). 

§ 256.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part 256: 
Agency means the current organiza-

tional unit of the Bureau that provides 
direct services to the governing body 
or bodies and members of one or more 
specified Indian tribes. 

Appeal means a written request for 
review of an action or the inaction of 
an official of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs that is claimed to adversely affect 
the interested party making the re-
quest, as provided in part 2 of this 
chapter. 

Applicant means an individual or per-
sons on whose behalf an application for 
services has been made under this part. 

BIA means the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs in the Department of the Interior. 

Child means a person under the age of 
18 or such other age of majority as is 
established for purposes of parental 
support by tribal or state law (if any) 
applicable to the person at his or her 
residence, except that no other person 
who has been emancipated by marriage 
can be deemed a child. 

Cost effective means the cost of the 
project is within the cost limits for the 
category of assistance and adds suffi-
cient years of service to the dwelling to 
satisfy the recipient’s housing needs 
well into the future. 

Disabled means legally blind; legally 
deaf; lack of or inability to use one or 
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